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3 1 enter . he ſubje 
Natter deſigned, Tthink it proper 


to declare, that my Intention is 
only to take an impartial Survey 


without Party or Prejudice; I therefore hope 
to have a fair and candid Hearing for, as a 
A 1958 


AR 


5 * 
„ , £ * * a 2 Co 3 
OY - 4 2 198 
# Foo 2 ; WE” * * 1 4 * 
* * 5 * 4 
* "2p IF 1 8 4 1 
„ 3 # 8 * 3 1 1 
9 5 
2 F 4 3 1 „ | 4 - "» 
4 | , SY £ - - 
; #4 b 
— >. HAY $ i 20 
* 


of the preſent State of Things, 
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late elaborate Author has it, The Liberty 


hof the Preſs ought, undoubtedly, to be in- 


© yiolably_ preſerved. Let every Man ſpeak 
and write his. Sentiments freely, and with- 
out Moleſtation upon all Affairs of publick 


 * Concern ; let him enquire into them, let 


* him reaſon upon them, let him make what 
* Obſervations he pleaſes. upon them, if he has 
* Leiſure, Opportunity, and proper Abilities; 
it is his Duty to do it, the Nation will be 
< pbliged to him for it, and he ought to be 
© encouraged in it, if he does it in a fair, 
 F candid and decent Manner. | 


 TFadeubtedly, this is all which any reaſo- 
nable Man can deſire; and having, as a Subject 
of Great Britain, produced m Authority 
by the above Quotation from a Paper fo uni- 
ally 2fcem*'d and admir d by the Great Men 
wer, 1 ſhall proceed without further 
Ceremony, 5 5 


* 


The King of Spain refuſing to pay the Sum 
ſtipulated in the late Convention, for Reparation 
to our Merchants for the continual Depreda- 
tions which have been committed on that Side, 
againſt this Nation, theſe many Years paſt. 

Altho? that Sum fell vaſtly ſhart of the Mer- 
hants Demands, his Britannic MAJESTY (on 
the-1oth of Jui laſt). was pleaſed to cauſe an 
Order of Council to be : abl; 
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ſhed, wherein the 
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its proper Colours, and full Liberty granted 
to the Merchants, c. to take out General 
Letters of Marque and Repriſals againſt the 
Spaniards. This being looked upon as the 
certain Forerunner of a War with that Nation, 
divers Letters of Marque were accordingly 
taken out, Preſs Warrants were iſſued, and a 
great Number of Ships commiſſioned; yet, 
ſo condeſcending was our Miniſtry to the 
"King of Spain, even to the laſt (if we may 
credit a publick News Paper, which, by the 
way, was never afterwards contradicted) that 
Mr. Keene declared to the Spaniſpb Miniſter at 
the Court of Madrid, That altho' the King his 
Maſter had been obliged, in Hy wg to his Sub- 
jects, to permit them to mate 
Spaniards; yet, his Britannic MAJESTY" did 
not intend tobe thereby  under/food to ' break © the 
Peace, but any to make uſe ef the Right which 
Treaties gave him; and, as à Prom of his Ma- 
JESTY's good Intentions, be had charged bim to 
aſſure the Miniſtry, that as ſoon as the Cat holick 
| King | ſhould be diſpoſed to make the juſt Satis- 
faction ubich ſhould be demanded f bim, Nepri- 
ſals ſhould ceaſe and give Place to an Accomoda- 
tion So that the Juſtice of our Cauſe, as well 
as. our Unwillingneſs to enter into a War with 
Spain, it it could have heen any ways avoided, 
_ evidently appears by the above Declaration, 
which was again giving the King of Spain a 
_ freſh Opportunity to fulfil his Engagements 
with Us, and thereby to prevent an open 
Rupture between the two Crowns. But the 
* a Kos 4 „ e above 


epriſals upon the 


(6 3 
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ect, Meſſieurs Keene and 
called from Madrid, as was alſo the Spaniſh 


Fatiohs were then carried on with greater 
gour than before, and tis impoſſible to * 
ws with what Alacrity our brave Engliſh 
1 the Service, in full Hopes, hae 

Time was come for them to punith the 

> I Spaniards for their Cowardice and 
Es. So that by the iſt of October it 


was ſaid, that we had increaſed the Number 
of our Seamen to 30, ooo, and that our Land 


Forces were near as numerous. And, on the 


in Form againſt Spain, to the univerſal Joy 
0 all TRUE BRTroxs. Not a Corporation, 


nor eyena Petty Borough, except one, throughj- 
out the three Kingdoms, but ſhewed their 


entire Satisfaction at the Meaſures his Ma- 


. — Conſant of ali loyal Subjects, a cer- 


tain” Great Man made no Scruple, ſtill, to 
declare himſelf againſt it, and a certain Bo- | 
rough, which is under bis Influence, received 


that Declaration, fo becoming a Bririf King 
and Council, in a very different Manner _ 


5 1 the veſt of heir Fellow eo 


who 


Tis kme, che Vlayor, Ef. read it in * 
Lek. but but without their on, or any 


Muſick — them. And ro poor Drum 


ner that = 
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s were re- 


Miniſter from London. Our Warlike Pre E 


23d of the ſame Month, War was declared 


zeſty had taken; yet, notwithſtanding the 
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the Magiſtrates, had-met at a Tavern x. drink 
Succeſs to his MAIEST T's Arms againſt Spain, 


” = 


were the next Day ſummoned before the 
beatin a Point of War to the Succeſs E 
Great Britain. Such a ſhameful, unaccounta- 
ble Behaviour, in any of the Magiſtrates of 
Spain, or any other arbitrary Country, upon 
met with the Puniſhment it had juſtly de 
ſerved, and I hope will be remembered here, 
by all true Britiſb Hearts, witch 1s etray* to 
oh lateſt n ee 
f | [ any 


can be made for ſuch anuawarrantable Behati- 

ur upon ſo extraordinary an Occaſion, muſt 
as con- 
Je Pa- 
cron, they were not willing to diſoblige him, 
anon oF ir; but, 
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| trone, That Z 
could not doubt, from their noum Afton 
His Perſon and Government, Ge. bar they would 55 

grant dum ſuch efettual Supplies, and with” ſth. 
Diſpateb, as may. forward, and" give" Spire 
au Preparations, and enable kim be curry n 


- War 
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n! 
Far with Figour. And his Majxs ry in his 

Declaration of War againſt Spain, ſays to 
this Effect, vi. That being aſſured of the rea- 
dy Concurrence of all my loving Subjects in ſo juſt 
a@Cauſe, I am determined to proſecute the War 


with the utmoſt Vigour,” &. 


Now, after ſuch repeated Aſſurances from 

the Throne, it would be almoſt unpardona- 

ble to diſtruſt His Royal Word. Wy 

_ from ſuch ſolemn Promiſes, expect nothin 
leſs, than that his MajesTyY has given, or 
will give, Inſtructions to his Admirals to fur- 


* 


prize ſome Part of America, and reſt it out of 


the Hands of the Spaniards. Nay, this is the 

lIxaſt we can expect, as no other Step can ſo 
oon contribute to bring the War to a ſpeed: 
Iſſue; and, if we look for Reparation er . 
other way, we may, in the End, find our- 
- felves egregiouſly miſtaken. 


For Example, Can much be expected from 
Admiral Haddock, while the Spaniſb Fleet re- 
mains in the Bay of Cadiz. All that his 
Squadron has yet done, amounts to no more 
than now and then taking a Spaniſb Prize, and 
convoying the Merchant Ships to and from 
fuch Places whence they are bound. But will 
this pay the Expences af the War? Or is 
this likely to procure us an honourable Peace? 
Jo be ſure it is not. If we continue ſuch a 
Behaviour, we ſhall play the very Game the 
paniardt would have us; ſince it would be 


deſtroying 


Wemay, 


(9) 


deſtroying. our Shipping, and loſing our Men, 
for not the leaſt, or at beſt, but a trifling Ad- 
vantage, that will be N a few Prizes; .. 
while the Spaniards, and thole under thaw ñ s = 


Commiſſion, would ſtill out-do us in priva- 


teering, as they have already done, Hue 6 


1 have ſeen a F or eigner make himſelf vi 4. 
merry upon ſuch an Occaſion. hat, at 


he, is this for the Honour of your 2 | I hoy 1 


Is this all the Buſfineſs which ſuch mighty  Squas 


drons were ſent out to perform? Only to att the 
low Part of Privateers, and even in that, to 


let themſelves be outdone by Spaniſh Galleys 2 _ 


I.,his is, to be ſure, what we muſt expect: 


fince, as we have a far greater Number o 
Merchant Ships on the Mediterranean Seas 
than the Spaniards, we muſt, of Courſe, loſe 
more than they in Proportion. However, 


I am inclin'd to believe, that our Admirals 


were not ſent out for theſe Ends only; fince, 
if they were, the Admiralty would have 4c 4 
plied them with Ships of leſs Force, than thoſe 


1 * . 


It has been already obſerved by an_honow- 


table Perſon; that the War had not been en- 


tered upon in the moſt commendable Man- 
ner, ſince the large Men of War were firſt 


commiſſioned, and no * taken to provide 
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which they, at preſent, have under their 
Command. e ee x 


\ 
: 


(400 . 
a ſufficient Number of na Twenty Gun 
Ships, which would have annoyed the En&- 
my*'s Privateers in a more effectual Manner 
than the /arge are capable of doing, and there- 
8 perhaps, might have ſaved many of our 
Merchant Men, which, by ſuch Neglect, or 
for want of Foreſight, in not providing ſuch 
litt Ships, have fell a Sacrifice to the Spa- 
E 


We have Advice, that ſeveral Spaniſh Gal- 
leys, at the Beginning of the War, having 
been chaſed by G U our great Ships, rs, 

themſelves by ſteering into little Creeks, where 
the Water has been too ſhallow for ours to 
come within Cannon Shot. This our great 
Admirals and experienced Commanders at 
home, who have been engaged in late naval 
Wars, could not have been ignorant of. Be- 
ing. therefore, willing to think favourably = 
of fach an Overſight, Fer us attribute it to 
their Unwillingneſs to carry on a privateering 
War, as being below the D nity of his M- 
JESTY, and unworthy. the Office of 'a' Bririh 
Fleet, unleſs a Privateer ſhould now and then 
fall into their Way. But that they rather 
choſe, by immediately commiſſioning our e 
Men of War, to take the firſt Opportunity, 
which might offer, of falling upon ſome of 
the Spaniſh Settlements in America. If I am 9 
miſtaken, Time only, which proves all Things, 
will prove that. For certain, our taking a 
ſew rich Prizes, can never compenſate for the 
33 3 Damage 
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Damage our Shipping will ſuſtain, by being 
expoſed to Storms and Tempeſts, which. axe 
® too frequent in the Winter Seaſon ; neither 

would it anſwer the Ends propoſed, or. be at 
all agreable to the Sentiments of the Brit 
Parliament, or his MaJESTY's ſacred Promi- 
ſes, as well in his laſt moſt gracious Speech 
from the Throne, as in his late Declaration 
of War. So that we ought to hope, and ex- 
pea; that much more vigorous Meakures wall 
be taken. And by the late rejecting of the 
Motion for the Call of the. Houle in this 
Month, we may flatter ourſelves, that the 
Miniſtry has finally determined what Place 
ſhall fall a Sacrifice to our Arms; fince the 
extraordinary rejecting ſuch a Motion, na- 
turally implies that the Advice of the Senate 
is not wanted, to conſult the future Proſecu- 
tion of the War. „ i i 


_ However, as our too great Supinenefs has 
been the Means of drawing on the War upon 
us, hope that our Unanimity in carrying it 
on with the utmoſt Vigour, and in thoſe Pla- 
ces, from whence we may beft promiſe our- 
ſelves - Succeſs, will, in the End, obtain us a 
ſafe and honourable Peace, one that ſhall be SK, 
permanent and laſtin gg ILL - 


_ But, perhaps, it may be here ask'd, What 
Place might be thought moſt proper for us to 
make a — upon. I anſwer, not Porto 


I + „ 6, 
Bello; for, as a late judicious Author obſerves,* 
mould we ſeize 8 Bello, and think 
that Way to diſtreſs the Spaniards,” by hin- 
-dering them from bringing home the Silver 
of Peru, we ſhould find _ ourſelves extremely 
_ "deceived and laugh'd at by the Spaniards, 
Who would very readily change the Courſe of 
it, and fail home by the Way of Buenos Ay- 
res, and when the War was over, reſettle it 
again, if they ſaw Occafion. Many People, 
I know, are big with the Project of taking 
Porto Bello, and ſo, as they fancy, to im- 
1 the Silver Mines; for which Reaſon, 
I thought fit juſt to touch upon it. 


The Ie of Cuba has been alſo repreſented 

.. as a molt beneficial Place for us to feize upon, 
And, truly, ſo it is, as it would be then in our 
Power to give Laws to America, and to pre- 
vent all future Depredations of the Spaniards. 
But I muſt obſerve, that this Place is too 
ſtrongly fortified, and contains too great a 
Number of Inhabitants for us ever to ſurprize 
by Force of Arms. Many Batteries are e- 
rected on the Frontiers, ſome of 40 and ſome 
vf 60 Cannon, which our Ships of War could 
mot eaſily diſmount, without ſo great a Loſs, 
poth of Ships and Men on our Side, as we 
could not well be able to ſuſtain. Our Ene- 
mies, therefore, could wiſh for nothing better 
than that we 1 attack ſo invincible a 
if the Report be true, that 


Plwacę. S0 that 
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Ad—1 V—n, with his Twenty Sail, is actu - 

ally gone to ſurprize the Havanna, I am ſorry 
for it, ſince many People, who are acquainted 

with the Place, affirm, that it is an Over- 

match for us. And ſhould we be repulſed with 
conſiderable Loſs, our Great Man would: then 
have a large Field to diſplay his „ = - 
and, in ſome meaſure, might be able to vin- 

dicate himſelf in his Diſapprobation of our 
entering into a War with Spain. This, I ſay, 

* ſhould be extremely ſorry for, as it would 
be not only an infinite Loſs to Great Britain, 

but, which is worſt of-all, might oblige us to 
take up with an inglorious Peace. : 


However, I believe that thoſe who (for 
their ſiniſter Ends) have been, and continue 
ſtill to be, againſt the War, are, for their 
own Sakes, = from wiſhing us Succeſs in it ; 
and, therefore, Prudence ought- to keep us 
from intruſting the Management thereof in 
their Hands; Mem as it is Forced Meat upon 
chem, they will ſwallow it but with very 

: aukward Stomachs, or, as the Craftſman ele- 
gantly expreſſes it, 4s an Ape eats Muffard, 


If this be the true State of the Caſe (which 
God forbid it ſhould) it is, indeed, a. very 
= Hard one for poor England; yet, how often 

have we ſeen, in former Ages, the publick 
Good ſacrificed to the private Inter of a few 
ambitious Men in Power: I ſay, if we refle& 


upon what has happened thro the 8 <q 


. 


„ 
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ä 1 
and Puſillanimity of Miniſters in former 
Reigns, it will be apt to create a Jealouſy in 
us, and that Jealouly will ſerve to keep us 
upon our Guard for the future, leſt we ſhould 
ſuffer ourſelves again to be impoſed. upon, and 
to he lull'd into too great a Security. 


But to proceed, As I ha ve ſhewn an entire 
Diſlike . to our ſurprizing Ports Bello, or the 
Iſland of Cuba, it may naturally be asked, In 
what Part I would-propole a Deſcent? To 
Which I anſwer, That the only Place upon 
which we might make a Deſcent, with any 
Probability of Succeſs, muſt be Buenos A x- 
RES, which is ſituated on the South Side of 
the River of Plate: It having no other For- 
tiſication to defend ĩt, but a ſmall earthen Fort., 
ſurrounded with a Ditch, and mounted with 
about 20 Guns: The Town contains near 
500; Houles, inhabited by a very wealthy 
cople, who has had the Happineſs never yet 
to be attack d by any Enemy, ſince it was 
firſt ſettled; Which they owe to their being 
placed, as tis thought, out of the Way f 
the Whole World, except the Portugueſe. RF 
Their whole Force (as Monſieur Acarete dle 
115% ſays) does not amount to above 6 
Men, the Three Companies in Garriſon in- 
claded. f So that a Squadron of Twelve, Men 
of War, provided with a ſufficient Number 
of” Tranſport Ships, for the Four thouſand 
Eight hundred, Marines, which are now rai 


ing, 
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try to make Brick. But theſe Defects 


3 | TT 
1 
fing, will be more than ſufficient to ſeize up- 
on that Place. *Tis ten to one, whether oy, 
make any Defence at all: If * do, it til 
be a very weak one, againſt ſo ſuperior a 
Force. So that we may expect to obtain it with 
the Loſs of a very few Men; which Conſidera- 
tion alone, ought to determine the Miniſtry 
to attack this Place, as their chief Arguments 
againſt the War have generally tended to ſet 
forth, that they had too great a Value for 
the Lives of his MaJesTY'S Subjects, to ſuf- 
fer a War wantonly to be entered into. 


Now, were we poſſeſſed of this Place, we 
might fortify it in the beſt Manner the Coun- 
try would allow of; for no Stone is to be found 
there, and the Spaniards have been too lazy to 

myo. 


* 


remedied more ways than one. 


The Fertility of this happy Country exceeds 

Belief ; · for (Monſieur Acarete du Biſcay ſays) 
their Plains, which are the eſt in the 
World, as being My, and ſome eighty, Leagues 
in Circumference, are ſo covered with all Sorts * 
of Cattle, that tis credible to none but theſe 
who ſee them. And the Soil affords all that 
Italy or France can. boaſt of, as to Fruits o 

Garden Ware; and Grain, Wheat, Barley, 
Millet, Sc. thrives no where better. Par- 

tridges are ſold there for a Penny a Piece, and 
Beef, Veal, Mutton, Veniſon, Hares, Rab- 
bits, Pullets, wild Fowl, &c. are as cheap 


4 Hee 


in Proportion. And for Health; which crowns 
all other Bleſſings, - no Place upon Earth ex- 


Ayres, or the Good Air. Thus much for the 
Climate and the Soil pig 


Its Situation; in regard to the Commerce of 
this Nation, is alſo of the greateſt Import- 
ance; and no one Place in Europe or America, 
is more capable of increafing the Trade and 
Riches of Great Britain; for there runs a ſpa- 

_cious Highway from Buenos Ayres to the Pro- 
vince of Los Charcos, in which Potvzy, and the 
moſt conſiderable Mines are found; and as this 
Province is the Southernmoſt of the whole 
Kingdom of Peru, ſo conſequently all South 
America may be ſupplied with Goods or Mer- 
chandize of all Kinds they want this Way, in- 
ſinitely cheaper than any other now in uſe. 
Beſides, were we poſſeſſed of Buenos Ayres, 
we might ſoon make ourſelves Maſters 'of 
Santa Fe, and Aſumption, which are ſituated 
; 1 ſame River. The former contains 
about ffery Houſes, without any manner of 
Fortification; and the latter about 400 Fami- 
lies, but is no better defended than the other. 
It was ſettled by People who had, by their _ 
Idleneſs and Extravagance, outrun their For- 
tunes in Peru, and to this Day ſerves as a Re- 


treat for all ſuch Perſons as can live no Where 
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geeds it; for which Reaſon it was called Buenos 


of Parana, where grows an excellent Herb? 
without which it would be impoſſible for the 
Spaniards to get any Silver Ore out of the 
Mines, for thoſe poor Wretches, the*Negroes 
and Indians, that are employed in 1 
them, are almgſt every Hour ſuffocated with 
mineral Vapours, which they meet with in theſe 
_ vaſt ſubrerranean Caverns; and then nothing 
will recover the, but a Liquor made, by in 
fuſing this Herb in warm Water, ſweetened 
with Sugar, and drank plentifully, Which re- 
ſtores them to their former Vigour : S0 that, 
without this Herb, the Mines would be of 
little or no uſe; ſince it would be preſent. 

Death to thoſe who ſhould work in theh. 


Now were we poſſeſſed of theſe thiee yaly- 
able Places, the Spaniards would be under x1 
abſolute Neceſſity to open a' Trade with us? 
nay, it would be in our Power to impg 

what Terms we pleaſed upon them. But had 
we no other Way to obtain it, than the af. 
fording our Goods as cheap again as the 
Spaniards could furniſh themſelves with the 
other Way; even that, with ſome'Patienee; 
wold infallibly produce it. But without*truft 
ing to that, we ſhould have them in a mat 
ner at our Mercy, by having the Herh of 
Tagua in our Hands. Not to mention our 

then being able to ſupply them with Wegrors 
in ſufficient Numbers, and much cheaper than 


formerly, which, in the End, would turn out 
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doubly to their Advantage, ſince they would 
get yeacly twice the Quantity of Silver they 
1 In ſhort,. Buenos Ayres would, in a very 
few Years, have Funds of its own, without any 
ways o . the Inhabitants, and more 
than, ſuthcicnt to defray the Charges of the 
Covernment. As a ſmall Duty upon AMegroes 
brought: hither for the Spauiards, the like 
upon exported Hides, with which this Coun- 
try abounds, and a very conſiderable one up- 
on the Herb of Paragua ; which would render 
it one of the leaſt chargeable, and yet one of 
the moſt important Colonies: the Crown of 


* 


Great Britain euer hat. ity 
If, therefore, thoſe who are acquainted with 


— Place, are not able to contradict the a- 
Brizyh Men of War, with Marines on Board, 
will be employed this Spring in an Expedi- 

RNS: 5 w ³ꝛ uA RH 29, 
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But now I ſpeak:of Marines, I can't help 
mentioning, the Preſumption of . ſome, for I 
can term it nothing. elſe, who have laid Wa- 
gers, that the Marines will never be ſhipp'd 
on Board any Men of War at all. Will any 
Man imagine, that his MaESTVY would. put 
the Nation to the certain Charge of One . 
e 
+. * Propolal for humbling Spare. 


and maintaining ſach a Number of Marines, 
without they were really intended for ſome 
Expedition? If ſuch an zxtraordinary Ex 

ſhould be incurr'd, to ſerve no ether End than 
the bare./+igbtening our Enemies, without do- 
ing them any Miſchief, would it not be 
laughed at as ridiculou s 


f 


I We as _ wy ina b phos — 
Liberty to ſuppoſe any thing, if we pleaſe; 
but the whe hell fuppole_'rhet, Gli ub 
doubt, ſuppoſe many other Things, full as 

inconſiſtent with Reaſon. For my Part, I 
am none of thoſe Unbelievers; whatever 
others think, Tam always willing to chink 

and hope the beſt. If afterwards the worft 

ſhould happen, as I ſaid before, Time will, 
without fail, let us know how it happened. 
And we need not fear, but if the War ſhould 

yu unſucceſsful, thro? any Remiſneſs or 
liſmanagement of thoſe at Home, who ſhall 
conduct it by their Inftruftions3 that the 

Perſons who occafioned ſuch ill Sueceſs, will 

be brought to condign Puniſhment, forthe 
fake of Juſtice, and to appeaſe an injured 

Bobplk | va. i © Þ-- e aol RR 
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I know it hag beena Doctrine of late mightil 
preach'd up, that a Miniſter is not accountable 
or the bad Succeſs of a War. But I cannot 
chime in with this Notion. For as, according 
to the Inſtructions our Admirals receive, 15 
they are obliged to act. Itꝭ is partly in the 
3 | "WM 1 


Breaſt of thoſs! 1 who ſend them their | 
- AJoſtruQtions, to make the War ſucceſsful or 

-unſucceſsful. If, for Example, a Miniſter 
ſhould ſend out an Admiral with a Squadron 
ol Ships to attack ſome Place of great Strength, 


VE Which he was conſcious to himſelf was an 


Over match tor that Squadron, nd the Admi- 
ral ſhould fail of Succeſs, and be obliged to 
retreat with an infinite Loſs both of Ships and 
Men, without gaining the leaſt Advantage 
over the Enemy, » F yn err ſuch an 
Ex tion m — ju e charged upon 
expert ave ch 3 Orders; 3 . 
— alone ſhould. be puniſhed for it. A Com- 
8 mander, we know, muſt obey whatever Or- 
ders are ſent him, or Death is his Portion. 
Why then ſhould it not be the Lot of that 
1 Mirifter, who ſhould be the Origin of ſuch 
bad Succeſs? If this be granted, which [ think 
no one can deny, hope I may be allowed to 
ſay, That it is the Intereſt of a Miniſter to 
conduct the War in ſuch a Manner, as might 
beit ſer ve the Ends Propoſed by it. eons 


4 * N 
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533 2 chere are Accidents in War which : 
no Prudence can foreſee, and no Wiſdom 
1 prevent. A Miſtake in the Word of Com- 
mand has ſometimes occaſioned the Loſs of a 
kk wore: A Fleet may be ſhiph reck d, before 
r it can execute ſome Deſign which muſt 

* ruin the Enemy. In Things the beſt con- 

© certed, Fortune will have ſome Share in the 


_ Eee ; * it is very eaſy to diſtinguiſh 
betwixt 


t betwixt thoſe Diſappointments which come 
from the Strokes of Fortune, and thoſe 
which are the natural Conſequence of | blug- 


dering Counſels. 4 Mott 


Some Things are ſo abſurd in their firſt 

Projection, that it is not in the Power of 
Fortune to give them Succeſs. If, in a long 
Courſe of ſuch Meaſures, nobody is to he 
& called to Account, what muſt become of 


the Commonwealth? 


* 


; I am far from deſiring to aggravate Matters, 


but (as in Surgery) if the Wound be not firſt 
prob'd to the Bottom, à Cure can't well be 


= effected; ſo alſo in Matters of State, if the 


worſt is not fear'd, it cannot be effectually 
guarded againſt. The People of England are 
one 1 6aa a War with Spain, and no- 
thing, at preſent, can be ſo diſtaſteful to them, 
as a Peace with that Power; ſince they have 

ſeen, for many Years paſt, that no Peace 
Whatever can make the, Spamards ſenſible of 
their own; Intereſt. The only Method we 
have left to make them ſenſible of it is, to 
purſue a vigorous War againſt them, ſince 
that, and that only, 9 reduce them to 

Reaſon: And, if we poſſeſs ourſelves of Buenos 

.Ayres, we ſhall then have a good Pledge in 
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. Common Senſe, Odober 25, 1739. 
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ickedneſs and Fallacy of ſuch an Aſſertion 


oy 


plainly appears ar firſt Sight, I ſhall not here 
i — up much Time, in further expoſing it, 
any otherwiſe, than juſt to add this ſhort Ob- 


fervation, viz: That if the Spaniards continue 


their Depredations upon us, while theſe two 


important Fortreſſes remain in our Hands, 
what numberleſs Inſults, what future Inter- 
Faption of our Commerce may not we well 
expe@, ſnould we ever be ſo weak as to a- 


Þbandon them to Sr. 8 
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But to return; there is ſome Talk of a Truce 


negotiating at Paris, wbich I hope will be as 


fieively refuſed by our Miniſters, as they 
have; of late, French Mediation, ſince it 
would be infamous to the /aff, for us to Wyſe 


* ofa 'Truce, while we are able to carry on t 
War, eſpecially as we have not yet ſuffered 
the leaſt Damage from the Hands of our Ene- 


mies. A Truce is never accepted by any 
Nation at War'with another, till the Sed 
of both is near exhauſted, and Victory ſhall 
n remain doubtful; befides, were we to 
make a Truce with fo treacherous a People as 


the Spaniards, it might, indeed, be religi- 


ouſly obſerved on our Side, but would never 
be kept on theirs, till we had ſufficiently 
WA. 1 «ted ſcourg d 


. Grand Queſtion whether War or no War with Spain. 


| Fab} 

| ſcourg'd them. We have this for Inſtance, in 
the Advice we received of a Ship commanded 
by Captain Guynn, bound from New Englandte, 
the Muſcato Shore, which was taken by a Spas 
ui Guarda Coſta in April 1139, altho' che 
Convention Treaty was then in its full Force: 


So that, as we tee, Peace or no Peace, they; 


will not leave plundering our Ships, we ſhould 
never accept of a 'Truce, . or any Thing elſes 
till we have obtained a ſure Bird in the Hands 


It will delight the Hearts of all true Eng+ 
liſþhmen, to read the unanimous Addreſs of bork 
Houſes of Parliament, preſented to his Ma- 
Majeſty, as 4 dutiful Return to his gratiuus 
Dejre of the Advice of bis Parliament at hs 
eritical and important Conjunttare z. and, as 4 


Further. Teſtimony of their frm, Reſolution vigo- 


rou/ly to ſupport bis Majeſty. in the Proſecution 
of Ol head Ca, ade to Es, a 
Treaty of Peace with that Grown, ' wnleſs the 
Acknowledgment. of our natural and indubitable 
Right to nauigate in the American Seas, to ang 
From any Part of his Majeſty's Dominions, ait h 
out being ſeiz'd, ſearchd, viſited, or tappidy 
under any Pretence whatſoever, Mall baue been 
firſt obtain'd as a. Preliminary. tbhertunto. This 
Addreſs was truly becoming, the Dignity and 
Freedom of a Britiſh Parliament; and it way 


no more than what we have a Right to, de: 


mand of Spain, as it contained nothing 
but what was agreable to Treaties, and the 
Tz + 3 


nk rin November laſt, Humbly beſceching tis. 
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Lam of Nations; and what, I dare ſay, if the 


War be rightly conducted, they will very 
gladlycomply with. OO 


£_** 


But when they have done ſo, it cannot be 
deem d any great Boon obtain'd, ſince it a- 
mounts to no more, than my deſiring leave 
to travel unmoleſted from my Houſe in Tow? 
to that in the * ; and if; in my Journey, 
Jam obliged to paſs over a Common, which 
may belong to the Lord of that Manor, ſurely, 
as the Common is a publick Road, and, as ſuch, 
free to all Perſons, it is alſo free to me; and; 
conſequently,” I can't be ſaid to trangreſs. 
Now, as this is the exact State of the Caſe; 

when the Spaniards have given up their unjuſt 


Claim of ſearchiug our Ships upon the open 
Seas, they cannot make any Merit of it, ſince 


there would not be the leaſc Condeſcenſion in 


their Compliance with ſo reaſonable and equi? 


table a Demand: For my Part, 1 never yet 
heard, that they poſitively refuſed us a Right 


to a free chews. to and from our own Colonies 


in America; and, it they ſhould; it would be no 
leſs than laying Claim to thoſe Colonies, we 
poſſeſs, and, in a Manner, telling us, That 
we had no Right to them; - altho* thoſe very. 


Colonies have been tacitly N by | 


in to belong to the Crown of Great Britain, 
in the moſt ſolemn Treaties; nay, ſuch a 
Behaviour would ſerve further to inform us, 


dat they only waited the firſt favourable Op- 


„ 


portunity 


— 
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portunity to wreſt them from us; and, if 
this ſhould appear, we ought to be doubly 
upon our Guard, and to continue the more 
deaf to all Importunities for a Peace, till they 
ſhall be brought to acknowledge in a clear 
and expreſs aner our indubitable Right to 


FE . „ 
Now, if a War will, not oblige them to 
comply with our juſt Demands, I am ſure 4 
Peace never will. 7 


_ However, hope that the King of Spait 4 
has, by this Time, been convinced how much LL 
he has been deceived in his Conjectures. He 
has ſeen, on the one Hand, our imperial So- 
vereign, as the true Father of his People, eſ- 
. poule their Cauſe ; and, on the other Hand, he 
| * feen the People, as became good and faith- 
ful Subjects, chearfully ſubmit to a doubt 
Tax for the Support of ſo juſt and fo neceſſary 


4 War. 


It is my firm Opinion, that his MajtsTr's | 
late Declaration of War againſt Spain, has, 

__ quite ſwept away all Animo/ties from among - 

us; and if fo, which I think manifeſtly aps. 
peared by the Joytatoeh of the People, upon 
the publiſhing. that Declaration, that, very 
Word ſhould, for the future, . as dilaſſeted 1 


os od e _ 
as 7 edt Be amd - 


© 


2257555 
r 


and, as it will only tend to create Miſchief; 
be baniſhed the Kin dom; or, at leaſt, as 
long as the War ſhall laſt For nothing 755 


p 


be mote grating to a brave and generous people, 
who would readily ſacrifice their Lives and 
Fortunes for the Preſervation of his MAJESTT 
And his i/ufrious Houſe, than to upbraid 
them with that, wHich'they are conſcious they 
no way deſerve; and yet, is it not the con- 
fant Language of the Gazetteer Hacks, that 
we are in continual Animo/ities amongſt our- 
ſel ves; that we are ſeditious, rebellious, and 
What not ; let them deny it if they can. 
If then ſuch Wretches, ſuch ſervile Miſcre- 
Ants, ſhall be ſuffered to abuſe a whole Nation 


a 8 * 7 


In this manner, and be protected and paid for 


worth contending for; if, therefore, that is 


of 1 


C8 


— IO ES ETD HOI 2. SE A APY 1} nk - 2 


. 
down with the  overburdex'd Ai, and bemoan 
ourſelves under our Mistortuncs. e 
. However, to ſay that the People of Great 
Britain have no Right to inſtruct their Rebre- 
ſentatiues, When choſen, is to talk downright. 
Nonſenſe ; ſince the very Meaning of the Word 
| Repreſentative implies it. Every one knows, 
that a Member of the /ower Houſe of Parlia- 
ment is elected by the People, who, by ſuch. 
Choice, refign their Rights to him ; andhe, 
being delegated by them, becomes their 
Steward or Truſtee, His Electors, therefore; 
have an unqueſtionable Right to dictate him, 


_ and it is his Duty (as far as Reaſon directs) tg 
act agreable to their Sentiments and Inſtruftions, 
This ſhews the Abſurdicy of them who in- AY 
fiſt that a, Repreſentative is not accountable to 
e,, / bo os HS 
_» Hiſtory, tells us, that Oliver Cromwell, when 
he uſurped the Throne, turned the Repreſen- 
tatives of the Nation out of the Houſe of Com- 
mons,and ſupplied their Places with the Officers 
of his Army. Now, it may be truly ſaid, that 
theſe Officers being choſen by Oliver, and not by 
the People, were accountable to none for what 
they did but Oliver himſelf. The only way; 
therefore, I can conceive to vindicate the AK 
ſertion, that the Repreſentatives are not ac- 
countable to the People, would be to alter the 
moſt eſſential Part of our Conſtitution, by 
taking away the People's Right of electing 
Repreſentatives, ſince they have ſo notoriouſly 
abuſed it; and to veſt it — in the Miniſter: 
But then the Word hs, Rs muſt be en- 
1 gs ob: 2 _- areal” 


* 


(28) 


tirely laid afide, otherwiſe it would be a 


downright Contradiction. I would therefore 


1 that the only Appellation ſhould be 


Hembers of the lower Houſe of P——t.: Now 
yere this the Caſe, they would be accountable 
A ode but the Miniſter, and he alone would 
Have a Right to inftru@ and direct them; and, 
conſequently, it would be no leſs than perty 


pro ing a Thing which would prove itſelf; 

hut the” above Doctrine having been of late 
much advanced by the miniſterial Advocates, 
TI thought myſelf indiſpenſably obliged to ex- 


pole it in its pro r Colours. 


But to return from whence I have digreſſed; 


Will any Man's Common Senſe tell him, that 
when England groans under à heavy Load of 
national Debt, which is proportionably felt 
from the meaneſt Subject to the greateſt : The 
Intereſt of which Debt, we are made 2 


fenſible of by the extraordinary Taxes which 
are yearly levied upon us, merely for the Diſ- 


_ Charge of that only. I fay, will any Man's 
Common Senſe tell him, that when we labour 


under ſuch vaſt Difficulties, we ſhould chuſe a 


War, could it have been any ways with Ho- 
nour avoided. No ſurely ; but the Cries of our 
Merchants and Seamen, who have ſuffered ſo 


zimmenſely from the Cruelty and Injuſtice of 


the Spaniards, called aloud for Vengeance. If 
there be any at the Helm, who ſtill remain 


Trea ok in the People to iuterfere with ſuch a 


14 wn, too much Time has been ſpent in 


againſt 


* 


(a9) 

againſt the War, let them have no Share in 
the conducting of it; ſince no Good can be 
expected from thoſe who are obliged to act 
contrary to their Inclinations. Should we, by 


Force, ſend out an experienced Commander 


againſt his own Will, with an able Fleet of 
Ships, to undertake ſome important Expe- 

dition, we could expect nothing leſs than a 
Miſcarriage in it, if wade did not follow. © 


After all, notwithſtanding what has been 


alledged to the contrary, I am ſtill perſuaded, 
that this is the only proper Time we can ever 


expect, in which we may carry on the War 
with any Proſpect of Succeſs. His MART 
having lately ſtrengthened himſelf with new. 


Alliances, with thoſe Powers,” whoſe natural 


Intereſt it will be to ſupport the Imperial 


Crown of- Great Brit ain againſt the already too 
exorbitant Power of the Houſe of Bourbon 
beſides which, the Forces of his MAJESTY are 
conſiderably increaſed by, and with, the ana- 


#imous Conſent and Approbation of all his 


faithful Subjects. Our Land Army now amount- 


5 mg to near 29000 Men, and our Navgt For- 


ces to near 40, ooo, including the Si Regi- 
ments of Marines now raiſing with all poſſible 
_ Expedition oh „ SET 
M ben our Jnperiul Sovereign is poſſeſſed of 
ſuch a powerful Army, ſor the — of 


- 


"; Empire, and with the Love and good Will 


of all his 8 will any Power dare to 
invade us? Tis even Madneſs to ſuppoſe it; 
een Prudence to keep upon our Guard, 


leſt | 
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leſt; the worſt ſhould happen, tho” 1 am far 
from expecting it. 5 
But, 333 1 conclude, it will — be <A. of 
to ſay ſomething in regard toFrance. His moſt, 
Chriſtian Ma JESTY,.0 Concert with his truſty 
- Counſellor. the Cardinal, is moſt affuredly 
uling all Efforts-to, perſuade our Miniſtry to 
enter into a Truce, in order to accommodate 
Matters with Spain, and to win them over to 
it, if poſſible, France has declared herſelf neu- 
cer, — now and then gi ves us co underſtand, 
 #hat ſbe is obliged by Trendy to it Spain with 
Forces, i, ſbe ſbould peremptorily demand them ; 
and further, that the Ties of Blood will not ſuf 
Jar, ber quictly to ſee the Ruin of the latter. 

Thus ſhe now. ruffs and ſmooths, as ſhe ſees 
| Qccafon- - But-we.may depend upon it, if 
our Miniſtry continue averſe to a Peace offer'd 
by ſo partial a Mediatrix, which Heaven ſend 
they may, the will, at a proper Time, when 
her Merchant Ships are all at Home, make DS 
no Scruple to —— againft us, altho' it 
will chen be much againſt her Intereit. V 
However, even that ought not to intimi- 
» * but rather animate us: For, in ſuch a 
Situation, the Kat. cold no longer excuſe 
themſelves from fu us; and we 
ſhould then ha ve the ll 5 of applying 
to our other grund Allies, who would, in ſuch 
a Cale, be — and willing to aſſiſt us. 
If we take this for granted, as we natural - 
Iy es no — ime | could be e ſo an 
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as the preſent is, for vigorouſly carrying on 
the War wich Spain. sss. et 
And, I hope, before it is ended (if Satiſ- 
faction is not ſoon granted us, and ever 
thing elſe which we may in Juſtice demand} 
to ſee the Topſails of the Houle of Bourbon to 
duced much lower than they are at preſent: 
Jo conclude. The People of England were: 


never more unanimous than they are at 


ſent. But ſome Fealouſy ſtill ſubſiſts ; whiek 
proceeds not from Di/affefion, but only from 
a Conſciouſneſs leſt the War ſhould not be 
conducted with that Vigour, which they have 
the greateſt Reaſon from the Juſtice of their 
Cauſe to expect. And, to be plain, this Fea- 
louſy was firſt raiſed by the manifeſt Diſſike, 
which a certain Great Man ſhewed to our en- 
ay Fea the War. Therefore, if there be 


any Fealoufes or Murmurings amongſt the 
People, as he raiſed them by ſuch an open 
Diſapprobation, he alone ought to be anſwer- 
able for them. And it is ill in his Power, 

by his future Conduct, to quiet the Minds of 
the People, and to make his Sovereiga's Reign 


glorious, happy, and proſperous. 


Let the War be purſuedwith thewtmof#igour, 
and the People will not be backward in con- 
tributing towards it. 


Laſtly, May hisMaj ESTV never lay down his 
Arms (unleſs the utmoſt Neceſſity obliges him 
to it) till full Satisfaction be made for all paſt 
Injuries, and good Security given us by Spain, 
for her future Conduct in Time to come. May 
| | | 4 | we 


uwe never, as 
hoſe in — ae, what we 
* the Field; but may the Treaty, 
which ſhall be made; fettle our Right ts 
whatever Conqueſts his MajzsTy ſhalt think 
fit to keep. And may thoſe Miniffers be eter- 
_ ble. who ſhall be in#frumenta] in ob- 
9 honourable a Peace; is the hearty 


Be 1 * 2 
ES 8 — , 
7 * 
7 . £ &. 3 ws * ” 
- * 8 £ * 2 \ 2 1 TY 9 v6 
4 <4 8 * —_ a * 1 4 * - * £ 
* ; : : 
a #n , I , K io „ 4 F4 1 
wad PSs * 5 * K. * 
, * $ 
«7 $147 47 r 
* 2 P 
— * * 
* * + 
; 7 , & 
* 4 * 8 4 1 11 * * I , 
4 # "Es — - - . wa „ & -* 4 ** * * 63 - 3 


alt 


